Give a Crossword

Questionnaire

Answer the following as best you can, it is a starting point for our discussion.
All information will be kept confidential to the best of my availability. | encrypt my files
and do not share this data.

Email your info to:  ekhinshaw@aol.com

Basic Information
1. Your name

How and when to reach you with questions (email is preferred)

Describe the occasion for which the puzzle is designed

When is the occasion?

Who is your primary audience for the puzzle?

How skilled are the solver(s) of this puzzle? If you have an opinion, what degree

of difficulty do you think is best?

7. Do you want the fact that this is a custom puzzle to remain a surprise until your
audience is in the middle of solving it, or will you present it as a custom puzzle?
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Content
Answer the following questions as best you can. The more information you provide, the
easier it will be to build your puzzle.

8. Ifitis not identified above, what should be the “theme” of this puzzle? (If the
puzzle is for a birthday or anniversary that can be the “theme” for now; | will
suggest ways to refine the theme based on your other input)

9. Based on the type of puzzle you are looking for, tell me more about:
a. If the puzzle must include specific words or short phrases, list those.

b. (AND/OR) If the puzzle should include the name of a person or the names of
people in a group, list those names. Provide as many options as possible for
each name: first names, last names, acceptable nicknames, middle initials.

c. (OR) For proposals or other messages, provide the exact wording you would
like used, and acceptable variations.

10. List some hobbies, interests or areas of knowledge of the person(s) for whom this
puzzle is intended. You can also describe anecdotes that are related to the person
or the celebration. This is where most of my content ideas will come from.

11. You will have a chance to review the puzzle before it is complete. However, if there
are topics or names that must not be included in the puzzle, please list those here.



Delivery
In the past few years, I've seen a trend toward electronic-only delivery. | still offer to mail
keepsake copies, but mailing will add to the overall turnaround time.

1. Electronic only (you will print on your own), or will you need printed copies?
2. If you would like me to mail printed copies:

a. How many?

b. What is your paper color preference (white, light gray, cream)?

Note: If you need copies for a large event, | will send you a scalable PDF so you have them printed
yourself on the paper you prefer. | can still send you archive or keepsake copies on request.

Payment

| can invoice by Paypal or accept a personal check. For Paypal | will gross up the puzzle
amount by the small service fee | am charged. Let me know your preference when you
can.

What | do with this information:

| build a 15x15 puzzle around 40-90 letters’ worth of custom content (roughly five to
seven words or short phrases; or a brief message). This questionnaire helps us create
those anchor entries for the puzzle — I'll review the info and suggest theme options.
Later, I'll use the responses as | create the puzzle “fill” — the words surrounding the
anchor entries — so that the puzzle will be as specific as possible to your audience.
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